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They didn’t go into it to be activists - 
 They went into it to be together  

These are the love stories that brought about 
 marriage equality in the USA. 

From isolation- to out and proud love- they won over 
 the compassion and consciousness of a nation. 

Each brave soul transformed an ostensibly radical 
uprising into a movement affirming that         

   ‘Love is Love’ 

 



This is the story of: 

A sassy, little six-year old Pennsylvania girl, who is told she’s different, bad–different, 
because she is Jewish. But her family and rabbi say nonsense. Desiring to kiss other girls, she 
knows people think it’s bad–different, because she’s overheard it from her family, rabbi, and 
schoolmates.  So she pretends to want to kiss boys. Years later, she will meet the woman of her 
dreams, whose family also escaped the Nazis. Both pioneers in their fields. Dancing together 
for 40 years. Until death do they part. 

This is a story about a five-year-old California boy, fearing he is different, as soldiers march 
up his driveway to take his Japanese-American family to an internment camp where he remains 
until ten. After being released with nothing – to LA’s Skid Row, his mama and papa assure him 
he is no different than anyone else. So he sets off to become an actor where Hollywood tells 
him he is different and will have to act both on and off stage– hiding his beau and leading a 
double life. 

This is the story of a six-year old Minnesota boy who resourcefully maneuvers his way 
through life at a Chicago orphanage.  He will be just as astute as he navigates his way through 
gay life in the 50s and 60s. When he proposes to the man he wants to marry, they set out to 
show the world that love is love via a caper that scores them a questionably valid marriage 
license and possibly the first legal same-sex wedding in the United States – maybe the world.   

It’s the story of two young Midwestern teachers in the 80s who love children and God, yet 
must find a way to love each other in secret. Friends outside their home but lovers inside – 
synchronized hearts show up with rings for each other – on the same day. Magic. Until a drunk 
driver shatters their life and parents take away all visitation rights. Their private life must 
become public so they might be together again. 

It is the story of a 14-year-old girl in the Philippines whose family is murdered and who is 
severely wounded. She recovers, thenfalls in love on a trip to the US.  Now back home, their 
long distance love flourishes until her perpetrator is unexpectedly released from prison. 
Fearing for her life, she returns to her love in the US. Model citizens with twins and asylum 
assured - they are shocked when ICE comes knocking and arranges for deportation. Unable to 
marry, they are powerless to keep their family together. 

It is the story of the son of Kentucky sharecroppers, who hears the word of the Lord at the 
age of six, yet simultaneously knows he has honest, pure feelings for the same sex. He will 
rock the religious world when his congregation elects him to Bishop – gay and partnered. 
International drama ensues, complete with bullet proof vests and security details. 

It’s the story of a 911 call in the 90s – a ‘Karen' episode where Texas police are called to a 
Houston home expecting to find a black man wielding a gun. Instead, they arrest and jail a 
white ex-Army vet and a black man for sodomy. A closeted county clerk and his sheriff 
boyfriend catch wind of the arrest and with civil rights activists, file a federal suit. A big police 
lie will unintentionally change the course of LGBTQ+ history and marriage equality.  



It is a story about a little girl in Massachusetts who almost dies in the hospital.  Her 
biological mom is the only parent allowed in the ER.  She survives, then asks her mommies 
“why aren’t you married like other parents?” This triggers the next steps they take to protect 
their family. Facing animus from their parents, the president and the Pope, they nonetheless 
pursue the bold quest to become the first legally married same-sex couple in the US. 

It’s a story about a young Missouri boy in a loving home with his two dads.  A happy family 
for 15 years, one father is tragically killed in the line of duty. Missouri flies flags at half mast 
in honor of the highly decorated fallen officer. Heavy grief and lack of traditional support takes 
a huge toll on the surviving father and son and their lives are now open for public consumption 
– in the media, at school and in church. Missouri must reckon with their story. 

It is a story of a girl from Louisiana who suffers abuse, yet uses her experience to become a 
popular stand up comic and TV star. Suffering internal turmoil for being closeted, she risks it 
all by saying ‘Yes, I am’ then loses everything as Hollywood watches from the wings.  She 
makes a soaring comeback, falls in love with a popular actress, and again risks it all by saying 
“Yes we can – and we are getting married!” This time around, she doesn’t stand alone. 

It is a story of an 80s West Hollywood teenager who comes out in high school and is 
subsequently bullied.  He will make it through, fall in love and legally marry. Fate takes a twist 
when he and his husband have twins and must challenge a presidential administration using an 
arcane law defining marriage between a man and a woman. As the state department pretends 
marriage equality is not law, one twin is denied citizenship. Their family is now in jeopardy.    

It’s the story of a sweet, slender, asthmatic boy in Ohio who is bullied by friends and 
whipped by his dad for not being boy enough and a Catholic boy who hid pictures of guys 
from the Sears catalog in his basement.  Disgusted, he burns the pics and vows never to think 
those thoughts again. Until the day when this one boy meets the other boy. Together 20 years, 
they want to marry if it ever becomes legal in their state. When one of them is diagnosed with a 
progressive and fatal disease, they must decide to fight for marriage recognition or let their 
history together be erased. 

This is the story of the stories, the true accounts of couples, one by one, knitting together a 
vocal tapestry of LOVE and PRIDE – over seven decades – that will change the compassion 
and consciousness of a nation. Beautifully woven, they land one of the most important civil 
rights wins of the new century and in turn, free millions to love the person they choose. With 
dignity. Out. In the open. 

What comes next for each couple leads them to a place where they chip away at the politics, 
public opinion and preaching from the pulpit – that they don't matter, much less should be 
walking down the aisle.   



 



Our Series 

Love = Love.  The equation seems simple. Still, it took seven decades to win the constitutional right for same-sex 

couples to marry once a few courageous people started coming out.  To be accepted as worthy enough to be included in 

the most sacred of legal institutions. To gain the privileges, protections and recognition granted therein. 

The majority of well known, early written LGBTQ+ history comes from writers like Oscar Wilde, imprisoned for his 

expression of true self, and Alice Toklas and Gertrude Stein, literature’s most famous lesbian couple, protected in part 

via their social status.  The 1950s McCarthy Era saw anyone showing even a shadow of their true self need stand in 

another light or risk losing it all.   

Enter Del Martin, an extreme 1940s tomboy turned mother – she saw no other option. Until she experiences a romance 

with her next door neighbor’s wife and figures out quickly there is another option.  She meets Phyllis Lyon, also a San 

Francisco Bay Area journalist, and intrigues her with a word seemingly only Del and one or two others in the US knew 

of at the time: ‘lesbian.’  They start a secret society for lesbians in the 1950s to meet others like them and will spend the 

next 30 years educating women via books and national conferences about unheard of options in life. 

In the 1970s, Jack Baker and Michael McConnell, another rare couple that dared to be out and very proud, went where 

no gay had dared to go before.  To city hall to get a legal marriage license, and not quietly.  They alerted the media, 

believing that real change only comes from shaking up the system. Disruptors. Through a series of calculated moves 

and heaps of patience, their marriage license will be finally declared legal almost fifty years later.   

These few couples, however, were very much the exception.  Most of the couples in the series were only out to a close 

inner circle.  One by one though, they drew upon past experiences as children or young adults which would provide the 

fortitude to come out and stand up for love.  Most knew early on that their feelings were considered wrong by society. 

Indeed, it isn’t until John Lawrence and Tyrone Garner win in the US Supreme Court in 2003 that gay love is 

decriminalized.  In their case, the cops lie in order to harass, and their legal counsel goes with the lie – taking it all the 

way to one of biggest civil rights wins of the century. Their case opens the door for the majority that follow.  Most 

LGBTQ+ people do not know their names. 

These love stories are intensely rich and full of a broad spectrum of moving content.  Yet during the fight for marriage 

equality, they were strategically reduced to media sound bites.  This approach made them digestible to straight 

America. And it worked. We won. Dignity is more available as Americans do a 180.   In 2004, before Hillary and Julie 

Goodridge scored the first legal marriage in Massachusetts, disapproval for marriage equality hovered around 60%. At 

the time of Jim Obergefell’s win in 2015, that 60% is now an approval rating.   

It wasn’t the court cases that changed public opinion. The stories of love, family and pride in a constant tug-of-war 

with isolation, loss, exclusion and animus profoundly altered how people thought of legal marriage for LGBTQ+ 

people – and the rights, protections & privileges of legal marriage. Most importantly, these personal accounts allowed 

many to see themselves as more deserving. Worthy of marriage, not a watered down version. Worthy of love without 

shame. Worthy of having our relationships exist, even after death. 



Edie Windsor and Jim Obergefell’s stories of love and loss are the most well known. Yet just a few years after their 

stunning triumphs for all of us, seemingly only those who were engaged in the movement know their names. They 

should be well-known. They are our heroes. 

Many of these love stories came not from cases, but from well-known personalities such as Ellen Degeneres and Portia 

De Rossi, George Takei, Rosie O’Donnell, Wanda Sykes, Tom Ford and Cynthia Nixon. Their voices helped turn the 

tide. The latter four, with children, helped calm down skeptics on the subject of gay parenting. Many faced some type 

of animus and recognized they didn’t want the same for their children – or for future generations.  Courageously, they 

came forward, opened their private lives for public consumption to help dispel the accusations of indoctrination.  

‘Separate but not equal’ is a theme that manifests throughout the series, not just in the stories about civil unions vs. 

marriages, but in most of the stories. The need for family dignity is a theme throughout and the children of LGBTQ+ 

parents, like Annie Goodridge, Zachary Glossip and Kris and Sandy’s four boys are vocal, wondering why their 

families are treated differently.  Gene Robinson, with his partner Mark Andrew, take on one of the largest religious 

denominations in the world to show the children of tomorrow they are loving, good and worthy. Eventually, the media 

and the courts deliberate on this question leading to the final question: Are we all equal under the law? 

Self-erasure is a theme explored through the shame brought about by society and religion expressly messaging 

LGBTQ+ people can and must change.  After years of hiding and pretending, many here had to find themselves again. 

Sans family, friends or clergy to confide in, the closeted had to deal with being different on their own – often having to 

figure out if there was anyone else in the world like them.   

This character-driven series ties together the interconnectedness of these couples who pushed the movement forward 

one small step at a time, telling the true love stories of the famous, the reluctantly famous, the stalwarts of all ages, 

races, religions, orientations and politics, illustrating devotion that went into achieving marriage equality. Buttressed by 

kinships, personal ties, lawyers and eventually sympathetic media and politicians, these newlyweds in waiting 

challenged an ingrained cultural homophobia which kept gays in the closet and out of the chapel.  

The beauty of this series: the love stories.  The magic: witnessing individuals who, taught since childhood to keep quiet 

– speak their truth and in turn, win the compassion and consciousness of a country. 

These stories are about courage, at a time when courage may be what we need most.  It is a historical collection that 

resonates, educates, and inspires – to help future generations understand how and why people fought for our rights – 

and how easily these rights can be lost.  

The final episode in the series focuses on the joys and frustrations post 2015 with a cautionary ending. Today, one only 

need look at a woman's right to choose to see how easily gains can be – and have been – lost.  Currently, four sitting 

US Supreme Court judges are on record opposing marriage equality.  These stories changed the nation for the better.  

The best way we can fight the potential erosion of these rights is to embolden the next generation and stay in the hearts 

of everyday Americans. With JustMarried, we intend to do just that. 

These are the heroic love stories of marriage equality.   



The Episodes* 

Episode 1: Dearly Beloved, We Are Gathered Here  

During the tumultuous era of civil rights and women’s rights, gays rise up demanding their own. Two college students, 

Jack and Michael, have an instant love connection and are arrested in a police raid.  Two New York Jewish women, 

Edie and Thea, whose families each escaped the Nazis, find each other, dance the night away and secretly become 

engaged.  George, a young Hollywood actor, leads a difficult double life finding strength from his childhood years in a 

WWII Japanese internment camp.  Two young journalists, Phyllis and Del, fall in love and only one of them knows the 

term ‘lesbian.’  They boldly found the first secret social club in San Francisco for women like them. Inspired by the 

newly found rights for interracial marriage, Jack and Michael seek out a way to legally marry. 

Episode 2: To Love And To Cherish, In Sickness And In Health    

Jack and Michael, undeterred by obstacles, devise a myriad of clever moves to secure a marriage license. With their 

secret society growing in power,  Phyllis and Del join the fight for women’s rights but are rebuked for being lesbians.  

Spousal rights and benefits hit the forefront as Sharon, a Minnesota coach, becomes a quadraplegic and her partner 

Karen is prohibited from seeing her by Sharon’s religious parents.  Gene, an Episcopalian priest, has an ‘unvowing’ 

ceremony with his wife, comes out and meets Mark, the love of his life.  Hillary and Julie start a life together, choose a 

novel last name and then work on having a family within the confines of what society will allow.  Shirley, a Filipino 

woman, falls in love with Jay, a US citizen, and seeks asylum after her cousin, who murdered members of her family 

and shot her in the head, is released from prison.   A mysterious disease ravages gay men while anti-gay animosity, 

fueled by religious groups, bubbles up in Cincinnati.  Tom and Mark, a Los Angeles couple both dying of AIDS, 

document their heartbreaking final months together.  

Episode 3: I Pledge My Faith, For Better, For Worse    

In Cincinnati, John, a realtor, goes into respiratory arrest, and his financial advisor boyfriend, Jim, looks for a 

sympathetic nurse to let him in the hospital room.  Shirley and Jay begin a life together raising twins, while waiting for 

her asylum claim to be approved. Tom and Mark die of AIDS and their real life footage becomes a gut wrenching film. 

After 20 years, Edie and Thea finally celebrate a legal domestic partnership, only to discover Thea has MS. Marriage 

rights are won, then lost, in Hawaii, spawning a congressional act designed to deny couples these rights.  Hillary and 

Julie watch as the religious right and politicians go nuts over same-sex marriage.  Ellen comes out, advertisers flee, her 

show is cancelled, but the media is on her side.  San Antonio couple Christie and John are happily married until John 

dies of medical malpractice and Christie is outed as transgender when she attempts to sue. Congress again refuses to 

pass a hate crimes bill as a Wyoming college student is gay bashed and brutally murdered.  John, an ex-Army vet, and 

his friend Tyrone are arrested for sodomy in his Houston home after a 911 call claims a black man is wielding a gun. 

*Expanded episodes are available 



Episode 4:  According to God’s Holy Ordinance   

Vermont kicks off the 21st century by legalizing civil unions.  The New York Times becomes embroiled in the civil 

union vs. marriage debate.  John and Tyrone’s arrest gains nationwide attention, as a civil rights suit is filed and quickly 

moves through the courts.  Gene becomes the first out and partnered Episcopal Bishop and his ceremonial clothing 

includes a bulletproof vest. After five years of being snubbed by Hollywood, Ellen lands a talk show and Portia de 

Rossi.  Hillary and Julie vault into the national spotlight after becoming the first legally married same-sex couple in the 

US.  Their win is in part due to John and Tyrone’s win decriminalizing homosexuality.  While Connecticut tries to 

defend “traditional marriage,” California opens the door for couples to walk down the aisle, including now ordained 

ministers Shirley and Jay. The joy is short lived: the CA Attorney General sues.  Couples are given refunds for their 

marriages.  Livid, George and other celebrities begin busting out of the closet.  Thea and Edie get married in Canada. 

Episode 5: To Have and To Hold   

After 44 years together, Thea dies.  Their marriage, not recognized by the federal government, leaves Edie vulnerable.  

She is hit with a colossal tax bill and files suit.  Gene and Mark have a civil union, but merriment turns to disbelief as 

Gene is disinvited to the church's world conference.  San Francisco mayor Gavin Newsom and CA Attorney General 

Kamala Harris once again open the doors to same-sex marriage as the state Supreme Court rules marriages must 

continue.  As the country is anticipating the election of its first black president, a California ballot initiative, funded by 

several large religious denominations, threatens to permanently ban the right to marry.  The state is filled with vitriol 

and couples rush to wed. John and Stuart, Shirley and Jay, and Phyllis and Del marry once again.  George and longtime 

partner Brad begin an ‘Equality Trek.’  Ellen and Portia marry and grace the cover of People magazine.  Shirley and 

Jay are in shock when they are awakened by ICE agents, who take Shirley into custody. 

E. 6   I Thee Wed, Til Death Do Us Part   

Influential US Senators step in to temporarily stop Shirley’s deportation. Dennis, a Missouri highway patrolman is 

killed in the line of duty. Across Missouri, flags are flown at half staff to honor him, while Kelly, his life partner, fights 

the state over Dennis’ pension.  His grief causes a stroke.  In Texas, John dies, with his partner Jose at his bedside.  

Mary, daughter of a vociferously anti-gay former vice-president, announces she and Heather, her partner of 14 years, 

are having a baby. Many more celebrities come out and announce wedding plans as a slew of additional states legalize 

marriage.  Kris and Sandy,  Jim and John are devastated to learn John has a progressive terminal disease.  Edie takes 

her case all the way to the US Supreme Court and overturns DOMA. Inspired by her win, Jim and John decide to get 

married 

*Expanded episodes are available 



E. 7    I Take This Man 

Jim and John, unable to marry in Ohio, fly in a medical jet to Maryland, where they marry on the airport tarmac.  They 

soon learn Ohio will not recognize their marriage; Jim files suit, which reaches the US Supreme Court.  The equality 

fight stresses Gene and Mark, ending their 23 years together.  The LGBTQ+ community celebrates Edie.  The truth 

comes out: John and Tyrone were never lovers.  Their lawyers took the police’s big lie to a win.  Shirley gets permanent 

status.  Missouri refuses to grant Kelly spousal benefits and he dies after years of legal battles and grief related strokes.  

Missouri again lowers all flags to half-mast, not for Dennis, but in mourning over marriage equality’s win. Elad and 

Andrew, a bi-national, married couple living in the US, have twins via surrogate.  They are shocked to learn the state 

department will only grant one twin citizenship.  Kim, a Kentucky county clerk, refuses to issue marriage licenses to 

same-sex couples and is jailed for defying a U.S. federal court order to do so.  

  

E. 8 From This Day Forward     

Andrew and Elad begin a national media blitz to bring attention to their plight. The South continues to revolt against 

marriage equality as multiple jurisdictions refuse to issue marriage licenses. Jason and Joe, proud Dallas fathers of 

twins, must see three different judges in order to have both their names on the birth certificates. A teacher of the year, 

also in Texas, is fired for announcing she is married to a woman. Edie dies and has become one of our few LGBTQ+ 

icons. Mayor Pete becomes the first openly gay presidential candidate. RBG passes away and the Supreme Court 

swings further to the right. Minnesota finally recognizes the validity of Jack and Michael’s marriage license, 50 years 

later. Biden-Harris become the first President and Vice-President elected in full support of marriage equality. Del and 

Phyllis’ San Francisco cottage becomes the first lesbian landmark in the West. The Supreme Court rules discrimination 

against the LGBTQ+ community based on religious beliefs is legal.  As a woman’s right to choose hangs in the 

balance, even with 50 years of precedent, four of the six conservative Supreme Court justices are on record opposing 

marriage equality’s win. 

“We never expected, once we’d won that right, we might have to fight for it all over 

again. One thing is for sure: we can’t take that right for granted. Not now. Not ever. 

But that seems to be the way when it comes to human rights. 

When you think the war is won, think again.” 

~Kris Perry and Sandy Stier, lead plaintiffs in the U.S. Supreme Court case 

overturning California’s same-sex marriage ban, Prop. 8 

*Expanded episodes are available 



Film Visualization and Treatment 

Using archival footage and images – many yet unseen, along with interviews and elegant slices of recreated moments 
to move the storyline along, the newly created moments will be shot in the style common of the era: 16mm black and 
white or kodachrome, creating a realistic essence of the flashback comparable to those seen in Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s 
Amélie or James Marsh’s Man On Wire. These documentary and filmmaking techniques will aid the series in tying 
together the current events with a particular couple’s story. 

The narrated storyline follows the detailed episodes via original, engaging, and environmental interviews. Each 
protagonist's story, as told by someone involved or affected by the story, lends an authenticity and consistency to the 
storylines.  We hear Jim Obergefell intimately share how Edie Windsor and Thea Spyer inspired Jim and John to tie 
the knot.  When Jim Obergefell and his ailing partner decide to get married and take the arduous journey to do so in 
Maryland, it was directly due to watching Edie Windsor overturn DOMA on the news.  Jim leans over to John, bed-
ridden, and proposes. Jim and Edie become close friends until her passing, and thus he will be one of her storytellers. 
Rep. Jackie Speier retells the story of Shirley Tan and Jay Mercado's fight to stay in this country together with their 
twins, as she did during their Senate hearing. 

All of the external events surrounding the movement will be told within a couple’s story.  Edie Windsor and Thea 
Spyer, for example, lived a few blocks from the Stonewall Inn and had no desire to associate themselves with the drag 
queens of the era.  They changed their attitude when they realized the queens were the ones standing up for everyone’s 
rights.  Both Elton John and Tom Ford express a disinterest in the word marriage, disappointing many in the 
movement, but they too come around to understand why the word matters.  

Music plays a particular importance in this series as it pertains not just to the themes of love and pride but isolation as 
well. Most in this series were closeted at least until the age of 18 and music was a crucial way to express their feelings 
for their crushes and desires - unable to tell anyone. Most uniquely, the artists and lyrics gave hope there might be 
someone out there like them. The series will utilize songs that reflect those eras performed by LGBTQ+ artists and 
allies [Dolly, Cher, Lady Gaga!]. Many of the LGBTQ+ artists were in the closet themselves, at least to the general 
public at some point: Luther Vandross, Elton John, Melissa Etheridge, KD Lang, Depeche Mode, Hoizer, Rufus 
Wainwright, George Michael, Queen, Brandi Carlyle and yes, Barry Manilow. 

Our series, like the documentary Crip Camp, is an inspiring, true collection of stories, a moving tribute to the triumph 
of the human spirit. It’s a recounting of the lives - of the couple next door. The neighbors that, like disabled people, 
were easier to look away from, to gloss over than engage. Like Ava DuVernay’s 13th, it’s the exploration of the history 
of inequality in the United States through a cohesive look at the forces in politics and organized religion that sought to, 
and continue to, keep our families relegated to a second-class citizenship. It’s the timeline of coming out– the slow 
process of un-othering seen in the docuseries Disclosure & Visible: Out In Television.  And like the Mister Rogers 
film, Won’t You Be My Neighbor, it is an incredibly touching look into real people making the world a better place. 

Until now, the great love stories of marriage equality have not been gathered into an interconnected collective. 
Together, these audaciously stout-hearted couples won the most important civil rights wins of this new century by 
encouraging so many Americans to fall in love with love.   

What the world needs now, is love sweet love.  



 



A The Love Stories 

PHYLLIS LYON + DEL MARTIN 

Phyllis and Del’s love story runs through all of LGBTQ+ history, from the 1950s- 

where they establish a secret society for lesbians to safely gather at a time of the 

McCarthy Era witch hunts- to their marriage in 2008 - 55 years later. Along the way, 

they help individuals understand their identity through publications and tireless 

efforts to advance lesbians rights and freedoms, most of which were firsts. In 2021, 

their life-long cottage, where they established that secret society 68 years earlier, 

becomes the nations first lesbian landmark in the west. 

                  JIM OBERGEFELL + JOHN ARTHUR 
 

After 20 loving years together John Arthur becomes afflicted with ALS. He loses his 

ability to walk, talk, and eventually breathe. With the immediacy of John's illness, the 

couple decide to get married in a nearby state where they could be legally wed. Their 

friends and family raise funds so the two can afford a medical jet for John. They marry on 

the airport tarmac. Upon returning home, they file a lawsuit that will end up in the 

Supreme Court, winning equality for all and giving their love eternal validity in the eyes 

of the government and conferring the rights and dignity of legal marriage.  

 EDIE WINDSOR + THEA SPYER 

After 40+ years together their love story takes a devastating turn when Thea is 

diagnosed with MS and eventually dies from the disease. Edie is slammed with $350k in 

taxes she wouldn’t have to pay if the government would recognize their Canadian 

nuptials.  At the end of their seven decade love story, Edie's court case overturns The 

Defense of Marriage Act, which codified marriage into federal law as ‘being between a 

man and a woman, instantly validated same -sex marriages in 17 states and lead to Edie 

become an LGBTQ+ icon. 

           SHIRLEY TAN + JAY MERCADO 

After for 24 years, the Pacifica, CA couple find themselves torn apart when Shirley is 

taken from her home in handcuffs by US I.C.E. agents carrying out an order for her 

deportation. The arrest came as a shock as Shirley had lived in the U.S. for decades 

while she sought asylum as the victim of horrific violence in her native country. Shirley 

is tossed in a van and strip searched like a criminal. With their boys at home, Jay, a U.S. 

citizen, along with her ailing mother, watch on, frightened, demoralized and helpless to 

interfere. Senators have to intervene on their behalf to help keep the family together. 



JOHN LAWRENCE + TYRONE GARDNER 

 

After experiencing what can only be described as a 1990s Karen episode, Texas police 

arrest John and Tyrone and literally drag them off to jail. John, an ex-army vet, upon 

realizing the cops astoundingly inaccurate arrest report, becomes angry enough to let 

civil rights attorneys take on their case. And it is a doozy– involving closeted gay cops, 

the future first openly gay Mayor of Houston and a ‘big lie’ by the cops. A big lie that 

goes all the way to the Supreme Court and poetically decriminilizes being LGBTQ+ across 

the nation. 

ELLEN DE GENERES + PORTIA DI ROSSI 

 

Ellen suffers childhood abuse at the hands of her grandfather but will use her life 

experience to become a popular comedian with a prime time TV show. When she boldly 

comes out in 1997 show loses it all as the rest of the gay in Hollywood watch from the 

closet.  She make a big comeback, land a daytime talk show and a popular actress to 

boot! And if being a hero once wasn’t enough, she and her now fiancé Portia De Rossi 

became the first LGBTQ+ couple to land a wedding cover of People, their story proudly 

showcased for millions of their fans and thus, middle America. Their openness puts a 

bright and normal face on the daily struggle  for equality and at times, a respite from the 

emotional pain of the movement via  laughter. 

ANDREW + ELAD DVASH BANKS 
 

The bi-national, married couple wrestle, post-equality, with an anti-gay President and his 

state department both considered United States citizens. In their story, From This Day 

Forward, we see the Trump State Department stretch the bounds of science into pure 

discrimination, declaring that only the twin whose sperm came from the American-born 

father is the only legitimate citizen. 

JACK BAKER + MICHAEL MCCONNELL 

 

In 1968, Jack proposes to his love Michael, who accepts on the condition that Jack finds 

a way to make it legal. In the name of love and the word of Michael’s mother ‘You are as 

good as anyone else’, they set out to show the world that love is love. A caper ensues 

that  includes a law degree, an adoption and a name change just to get a marriage license. 

Jack  and Michael do marry resulting in a job loss, a Supreme Court case, a questionably 

valid marriage license and one of the very first same-sex weddings in the United States– 

maybe in  the world. 



Sharon Kowalksi + Karen Thompson In1983, Sharon is hit by a drunk driver and left severely disabled. 

Sharon’s parents put her in a nursing home and refused Karen all contact – despite exchanging rings, buying a home together 
–-and Sharon’s wishes to be with Karen. Their tragic story is a 9 1/2 year journey to get Sharon home again, gaining national 

attention      for the need for legal paperwork/partnership rights as Karen tours the country telling their story. 

Kris Perry + Sandy Stier / Jeff Zarrillo + Paul Katami These two couples join the fight against CA’s Prop. 

8 after witnessing the virulent homophobic rhetoric against marriage equality. The lead attorneys on opposite sides of Bush 
v. Gore offer their services to take on this heinous voter passed bill which takes away marriages to couples in CA for a second 
time, leaving 18,000 couples marriages in limbo. They succeed in overturning California’s Prop. 8 at the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 2013 and both couples marry legally. 

CPL. DENNIS ENGELHARD + KELLY GLOSSIP When Kelly Glossip’s life partner, Missouri highway patrolman Cpl. 

Dennis Engelhard, is killed in the line of duty on Christmas Day, their 15th anniversary, the Governor orders flags across 
Missouri lowered to half-mast in honor of decorated officer. Dennis’ religious exclude those 15 years of his life completely at 
the funeral service.  Much focus is put statewide on the validity of their relationship as Kelly fights the state for Dennis’ 
pension which he needs to maintain their house and to care for their child. He must now go to court for a safety net easily 
provided to ‘married spouses’ of fallen officers. 

CHRISTIE LEE LITTLETON + JOHN LITTLETON As a trans woman in Texas, she is denied a court settlement after 

her husband John dies of medical malpractice. Despite having full gender reassignment surgery, Texas claims Christie’s 
chromosomes invalidate her marriage, as two years before, the Defense Of Marriage Act makes it illegal for two men to get 
married. With her marriage invalidated, her eligibility to sue as John’s next of kin becomes void. This case will later allow 
two lesbians in Texas to wed, as one of them, a transgender woman, has the required chromosomes. 

Stuart Gaffney + John Lewis Stuart’s parents, an interracial couple, could not be legally married until he was 

eight years old. So when San Francisco opens the doors to marriage in 2004,  these two rushed to wed. When their 
marriage is revoked by the courts, they become plaintiffs in the historic InRe: marriage case that will ultimately open up 
the right to marry again in California. 

BISHOP GENE ROBINSON + MARK ANDREW The son sharecroppers rocked the religious world when he becomes 

the first openly gay bishop in Christendom. His election and consecration cause a furor in the Episcopal Church: 32 
congregations and one full diocese break from the American arm of the Anglican Church. The ceremony itself has to be 
choreographed with armed security everywhere, including having Mark the disguised as clergy in the procession –Gene and 
his family wear bulletproof vests. Photographs splash across the front page of newspapers worldwide the next day. 

JULIE + HILLARY GOODRIDGE  Julie and Hillary decid to sue for marital rights, thus protections, after almost losing 

their daughter to an illness. The need for parental rights caught their attention. They became the poster couple in 
Massachusetts and nationally – so much so, they caught the ire of then Pres. G. W. Bush and the Pope! 

George Takei + Brad Altman Takei, otherwise known as Star Trek’s Mr. Sulu, is no stranger to discrimination. 

His family was forcibly interned after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1942—Takei was five years old. The couple of 21 year 
beem their wedding plans to Trekkies world-wide,  then embark on an ‘Equality Trek’ tour across the U.S. 



Content Advisory and Confirmed Principal Participants 

Jim Obergefell 
Obergefell is the named plaintiff from the landmark United States Supreme Court marriage equality case Obergefell v. Hodges. 
Following the decision on June 26, 2015, he embraced a new career as an LGBTQ+ activist. He is also a speaker on LGBTQ+ 
equality represented by Keppler Speakers. Obergefell sits on the Board of Advisors of the Mattachine Society of Washington, DC 
and the National Advisory Council of the GLBT Historical Society and served on the Board of Directors of SAGE, the oldest 
and largest national organization that advocates for and provides services for LGBTQ+ older Americans. Merging a love of wine 
with the fight for equality, he co-founded Equality Vines, the world’s first cause-based wine label, to support organizations 
devoted to civil rights and equality for all. With Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist Debbie Cenziper, Obergefell co-
authored the book Love Wins, published by William Morrow/Harper Collins. 

Judith-Kasen Windsor 
Edie Windsor’s surviving spouse and American journalist, philanthropist and LGBTQ+ advocate. Judith has been advising 
clients for 20 years at Wells-Fargo. Prior to working at Wells-Fargo, she was a Portfolio Manager and Vice President-Investments 
at Smith Barney. Judith is a graduate of American University in Washington, D.C. 

Kris Perry and Sandy Stier 
The lead plaintiffs in the U.S Supreme Court case that overturned California’s same-sex marriage ban, Hollingsworth v. 
Perry. Perry and her wife, Sandy Stier, are coauthors of the memoir Love on Trial: Our Supreme Court Fight for the Right to 
Marry. Kris Perry is the Executive Director of the First Five Years Fund. Sandy Stier is a Senior Advisor in the US Dept. of 
Health and Human Services, Administration for Children & Families. 

Stuart Gaffney and John Lewis 
Gaffney and his husband, John Lewis, have been leaders in the marriage equality movement for over a decade. Together as 
a couple for 30 years, they were two of the plaintiffs in the historic 2008 lawsuit that held that California’s ban on 
same- sex marriage violated the state constitution. Their leadership in the nationwide grassroots organization Marriage 
Equality USA contributed to making same-sex marriage legal nationwide. They were also leaders in API Equality, a coalition 
targeting outreach and education to the Asian-American community. They have appeared extensively in local, national and 
international media. They currently lead the public education organization Marriage Equality. 

Beth Kerrigan and Jody Mock 
Kerrigan and her wife, Jody Mock, were the lead plaintiffs in the 2008 court case, Kerrigan v. Commissioner of Public Health, 
that led to Connecticut’s legalization of same-sex marriage. 
ADD: Karen Thompson + Sharon Kowalski 

Kate Kendall 
Executive Director for NCLR, National Center for Lesbian Rights, for 22+ years, Kendall advanced social and economic justice 
through the lens of LGBTQ+ civil rights. The advancement of marriage equality in California and elsewhere was a significant 
part of Kendall’s tenure at NCLR. Among the milestone efforts were aiding then-San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom’s 
initiative in 2004 to marry same-sex couples, state litigation that led the California Supreme Court to rule for marriage equality, 
an effort to defeat Proposition 8 at the ballot and assistance with litigation that led the U.S. Supreme Court to restore marriage 
equality to California and rule in favor of it nationwide. 



THE TEAM 

ANGELA WILSON 
GYETVAN/ EXECUTIVE 

PRODUCER 

LYNN MUETING/ 
E X E C U T I V E PRODUCER 

. Angela has had a long career as a content strategist and branding 
expert. She headed marketing and content for the first mass-scale 
online video platform that monetized content (Revver); created the 
digital studio for the Project Greenlight franchise (HBO/Matt 
Damon/ Ben Affleck); and launched the first immersive sports, music 
and film experiences using 3D technology with Intel, the Black Eyed 
Peas, and Peter Jackson, head of marketing and sales for 3ality 
Digital. She regularly advises creatives and production companies 
on developing and distributing digital and published properties and 
sits on the Digital Committee for Women in Film. As a member of the 
Television Academy, she sits on the Awards Working Group, lectures 
on digital and social media at USC and UCLA and has been a 
featured speaker at multiple industry conferences. 

Lynn has 15+ years of experience as a senior level Marketing 
Consultant, brand strategist and advisor to large companies and a 
variety of design firms. Prior to this, she spent 14 years in marketing 
for Conde Nast Publications and IDG Entertainment. Lynn is 
also a member of the International Circle of Wine Writers and a 
regular contributor to a number of wine related publications. 

MINDY RABINOWITZ PROJECT/ 
RESEARCH MANAGER 

JASON DORN, PRODUCER/ 
EXPERIENTIAL EVENTS 

Jason joins JustMarried with over 10 years of experience in 
Sponsorships and Activations. An expert at creating the perfect 
activation highlighting a brand’s product or services allowing 
consumers, and/or potential consumers, a unique and memorable 
way to mesh with the brand. Examples include a three-day celebrity 
filled conference in NYC discussing the struggles of LGBT people in 
the public eye and how to change them. Speakers/panels included 
Bruce Vilanch, Ashley Love, Janet Mock, James Duke Mason, Wilson 
Cruz, Johnny Weir, LZ Granderson, and Christine Quinn. Powered by 
FIAT, Penfolds Wine, and Voss Water. He also activated a 12-city 
tour of “Fireside Chats” featuring successful LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs 
and allies. Speakers included John Bartlett, Kara Swisher, Sean 
Vahey& Jake Godby, Carmen Marc Valvo, Elizabeth Falkner, Brad 
Carpenter, Kimberley Locke, Alexis Arquette. Brand Partners: NY 
Life, Blue Angel Vodka, and Kimpton Hotels. 

Mindy has a proven track record for managing large and complex 
projects. She directed Southwest Airlines brand activation via 
partnerships with brands such as Disneyland and SeaWorld San Diego. 
At Caesars Entertainment, she produced Gourmand International’s 
Best Corporate Book in the U.S., “The Seven Stars Cookbook” and 
managed a national bus tour with celebrity novelist Jackie Collins 
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